
World History I 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Students in the Leadership Program will examine World History/World Geography from the 

beginning of time to 1500.  They will build on the basic historical, geographic, political, and 

economic concepts presented to them in the K-8 program.  The diversity of culture and the 

evolution of human history will be explored chronologically and geographically from the 

beginning of time until the rise of nation states in Europe.  Geographical concepts will be 

incorporated within the context of world historical events.  Students will examine the 

development of the world’s major political, economic, and legal systems; artistic and literary 

movements; technological changes; trade patterns; religions; and the influential people of 

history.  Special emphasis will be given to the five themes of geography as they relate to 

regional conflicts, humanity’s relationships with the environment, and the foundation of 

democratic principles, such as citizenship.  Hands-on activities and the use of available 

technology will be an integral part of this course.  Students will critique analytical essays and 

begin to learn the research writing process.  This course is a foundation for complex critical 

thinking and problem solving in subsequent social studies courses.  An in-depth look at various 

leaders will allow the student to learn more about leadership styles at various times in history. 

 COURSE SKILLS 

Critical Thinking, Analyzing, Interpreting,  Listening, Oral Communication, Problem Solving, 

Reading, Research, Technology, Writing 

 

Mr. Bryan Hannum 

The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. Intelligence 

plus character - that is the goal of true education. ~Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Mr. Hannum enjoys teaching World History I and AP World History at James River. As an alum, 

he values his time at James River as a student and is privileged to be a part of the first 

Leadership & International Relations class.  After graduating, Mr. Hannum majored in history at 

Randolph Macon College but also pursued his love for baseball and was captain for two years 

at RMC. 

Mr. Hannum loves public speaking and was a member of the Debate and Forensics Team in 

high school and college. His loves do not stop at teaching, playing baseball, or public speaking; 

he loves his family which includes his father, a retired police officer and DEA agent, Mom, a 

nurse at McGuire Veterans Hospital,  and sister, a JRHS graduate and UVA nursing student.  

You can always find Mr. Hannum’ s classroom from the music resonating from it. You may hear 

songs from Michael Jackson, Mumford and Son, or even Lady Gaga. 

 


